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Welcome to the Hope in Action Newsletter

Upcoming Programs and Events
We have a lot of programs available in the coming months. Click the photos below to learn more
about each program!
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Reflections from our Executive Director
Kane County, one of five counties that we serve, has reported
over 900 COVID-19 related deaths. The impact from these losses
permeates our communities, largely unseen but deeply felt.
Deaths attributed to COVID-19, however, are only part of the
challenges posed by the pandemic.
Dear friends of ours recently held a celebration of life for their
mother. She died when the pandemic imposed itself on our lives.
Deferring these memorial events, or skipping them altogether,
has become commonplace. Over the last 20 months, our capacity
to mourn death and process grief, difficult under the best of
circumstances, has become harder. It takes a toll.
COVID-19's impact will linger long after we have removed our
face masks. Learning to live with loss is a process, a complicated
journey. Losing a loved-one can be devastating; seeking help
takes courage. At FVHH, it is our privilege to offer support to
people with grief. We encourage individuals to strive for mental wellness and strengthen our communities
in the process.
Thank you to our dedicated staff and volunteers who provide compassionate and informed care for our
clients, and to our supporters who allow us to serve our neighbors at no cost to them. Together we will
continue to bring hope to the grieving.

Jonathan Shively, Executive Director
P.S. Check out the recorded presentation I did with Kane Health Counts, "Good Grief!?
Loss in the Midst of the Pandemic." (starts at 36:17)
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Mission Moments
The mission of Fox Valley Hands of Hope is to provide compassionate
guidance and support to the grieving, at no cost to clients.

COVID-19 Memorial Grand Opening Service

On October 25th we had the grand opening of our COVID-19 memorial. Thank you to all staff and
volunteers for making this possible. Also, a big thank you to the Mayor of Geneva, Kevin Burns, for
coming out to share a few words to families affected by COVID-19 loss.
If you have lost a loved-one to or during COVID-19, we can hang a tag on the lighted memorial in their
honor. Email us at griefsupport@fvhh.net with their first name, or come to our Support Center at 200
Whitfield Drive Geneva, IL to fill out a tag and hang it yourself.
Our communities have suffered so much from this pandemic. If you are struggling with grief due to
COVID-19 please reach out to us and we will be there for you.

November Newsletter

Veteran Suicide Prevention Training

Amy and Kristy from the VA came to FVHH on October 19th to teach staff and volunteers about veteran
suicide prevention and loss.
Veterans can endure so much loss and grief during and after their service. Thank you to Amy and Kristy
for showing us ways to support veterans suffering from suicidal ideation and grief. We will continue to
build upon this knowledge and utilize it for the benefit of our veteran grief support clients.

Walk to Remember
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In September, FVHH held our annual Walk to Remember event. We were lucky to have beautiful
weather and people on the Batavia Riverwalk as we honored and remembered the lives of loved
ones who have passed on.
Thank you to all of the families and individuals who donated to this event, which raises funds for
our no-cost grief services. We are endlessly grateful for the great support we receive from the
community.

Staff Updates
Erik Meeks, LCPC, Manager of Adult Grief Services
Continuing to offer groups for spousal, parent, and child
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loss.
Looking forward to the Hope for the Holidays programs in
November and December.
Continuing to engage community partners and benefit
from their expertise.
We completed our first group at Lazarus House.
The VA offered a training to FVHH staff and volunteers so we can better serve veterans in
need of grief support.
"These last few months have been filled with so many moments of support and healing within our adult
programs."

Jacquelyn Jennings, LSW, Youth/Family Grief Counselor
Finding and training a team of clinicians who will help
facilitate Project Hope - our school based grief support
groups.
Coordinating with schools for the re-launch of Project
Hope.
Serving individual clients at the support center and within
schools.
Networking with youth-serving individuals and
organizations in the community to increase childhood grief awareness.
Planning the addition of family support for Hope for the Holidays.
"I am looking forward to hosting a virtual Author Visit with Sarah Sommer for her book, 'My Cat is Blue' on
Children's Grief Awareness Day (Nov 18th at 6:30 p.m.)!"

Adriana Torres, Manager of Volunteer Services
Bereavement Volunteer Training in September was a
success. We have four new volunteers who are already
helping FVHH fulfill its mission.
Continuing to maintain the COVID Memorial, which
opened on October 25th.
FVHH Office Volunteers are busy organizing art and
school supplies for the Project Hope kits, which  will be
utilized by our Project Hope clinicians in the schools.
"It has been great connecting with a lot of our baking volunteers
this past month as we get ready for this year's cookie event! If you are interested in baking and delivering
cookies to our clients and partners this holiday season, please email me."

November Newsletter

Noe Janus, Director of Development
Working on our 2021 Winter Appeal to raise funds for our
no-cost services. Keep an eye on your mailbox, Facebook
Feed, and email inbox to read about our clients Kelly and
her kids, who are featured in the appeal.
Working with the Coleman Foundation again this year
who has offered to match all gifts given between
11/1/2021- 11/20/201 of $150 or more with an
additional $150!
Getting ready for our second annual Cheers to Hope brewery fundraiser. Make sure you save the
date! This year's event will be held on 2/24/2022. I will provide more detail about the event very
soon!
"I am excited and honored to introduce Kelly, the client featured in our appeal. I appreciate her taking the
time to share her good experiences with FVHH. You can read her story by clicking here. "

Claire Culton, Outreach Engagement
Working with Noe to share Kelly's story and the Appeal.
Gearing up to decorate our Giving Tree through Geneva
History Museum's annual Giving Tree Initiative. This year
our tree will be displayed at Graham's Fine Chocolates
and Ice Cream! Stay tuned for more information on how
you can vote for our tree.
Successfully launched a social media fundraising
campaign during the Geneva Chamber Challenge. Thank
you to everyone who donated during the September
initiative and thank you to the Geneva Chamber for highlighting and helping local non-profits!
Writing grants and receiving awards from Batavia United Way, Norris Foundation, Wheaton
Fransican Sisters, Fred J. Brunner Foundation, Alfred Bersted Foundation, Elgin Township, and
the Dunham Foundation. We are so thankful for their support!
"Despite being in the middle of the pandemic, so many foundations and individuals have stepped up to
help organizations like FVHH. It is truly inspiring to see!"

Winter Appeal 2021
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Donate to Our Mission
We rely on the generosity of the community to fund our quality, no-cost grief services. Your contribution
today will help ensure that we can help our clients cope with grief. Will you give the gift of hope to
those suffering from a loss?

Donate Here!
Fox Valley Hands of Hope. All rights reserved.
Our mailing address is:
200 Whitfield Dr. Geneva, IL 60134
Contact us at:
info@fvhh.net | 630.232.2233

