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Welcome to the Hope in Action Newsletter

Reflections from our Executive Director
Stories are powerful. They remember. They interpret. They envision. They propose. The best stories
capture our imagination and deliver meaning. Relationships form when we enter into one another's
stories.
The story of Fox Valley Hands of Hope (FVHH) includes a rich origin through volunteers, gathered in a
church basement, seeking a better way to accompany loved ones to the end of their life. Years of hospice
care provided countless stories of compassion and care. Beginning in 2015, the story embraced new
challenges and opportunities. Shifting our focus exclusively to grief support has inspired us to define an
adaptive future for the agency and those whom we serve in our communities.
Today our Board is envisioning the next part of the FVHH story. Our grieving neighbors are at the heart of
the Board's priorities; we want nothing more than to contribute to the well-being of the many people who
are experiencing loss. In pursuit of that mission, there has been a transition to new executive and staff
leadership. An in-depth examination of the importance of physical space for healing has produced plans
to renovate the Support Center. A rigorous process of prioritization has resulted in five strategic
commitments:
1. To position FVHH as the primary referral agency for grief and loss.
2. To develop a robust individual donor community.
3. To build a diverse leadership culture.
4. To deploy a trained and engaged volunteer corps.
5. To build an intentional continuum of care program.
Starting immediately, and over the course of the next three years, these priorities will serve as major
themes in our story. Written in live time, this story will be a glorious convergence of plans, actions, and
surprises. Along the way we will continue to provide no-cost, compassionate support for anyone who
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comes to us under the burden of loss and facing the complexities of grief. We are eager to author the
next chapters with you!

Jonathan Shively, Executive Director

Upcoming Programs and Events
We have many opportunities available in the coming months. Click the photos below to learn more about
each program!

Mission Moments
The mission of Fox Valley Hands of Hope is to provide compassionate
guidance and support to the grieving, at no cost to clients.
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Holiday Cookie Event

Manager of Volunteer Services Adriana Torres organized another great Cookie Event in December.
Volunteers baked and donated over 500 cookies which resulted in more than 160 plates of goodies for
our clients and community members to enjoy. Thank you to the volunteers who joined us in the baking,
assembly, and delivery of all the plates!

Geneva History Museum Giving Tree
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During the last three months of 2021, FVHH staged a holiday tree at Graham's Fine Chocolates & Ice
Cream. This opportunity was given to us through Gevena History Museum's Giving Tree Program.
Patrons of 3rd St. in Geneva could vote on their favorite local nonprofit's tree. Votes resulted in donations
for each organization!
Our tree was an extension of the COVID-19 Memorial located at our Support Center. A few passersby
filled out tags in honor of their loved ones who were lost to the virus. Those tags were moved to our

February Newsletter
Support Center after the holidays.
Thank you to everyone who voted for our tree! Although we did not win this year, the immense amount of
support recieved never goes unappreciated. Plus, the winner was Lazarus House, a collaborative partner
of ours and also very deserving of the support!

Kane County COVID Loss Memorial Ceremony

We joined our neighbors throughout Kane County in recognizing over 1,000 COVID-19 deaths in our
community. Executive Director Jonathan Shively spoke about sorrow and hope during the ceremony of
remembrance.
Also in attendance from FVHH were Board President Jonathan Gripe, Board member and past
President Jack Saylors, Manager of Adult Grief Services Erik Meeks, and Manager of Volunteer Services
Adriana Torres.
If you would like to read the full speech presented by Jonathan, click here.

New Board Members Welcomed
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We recently welcomed new Board members Minh Vo (pictured left) and Kyla Maloney (pictured center) to
the FVHH family. We are excited to engage their knowledge and perspectives for the strength and growth
of FVHH.
We also bid former Board member Carolyn Jansons (pictured right) a heartfelt goodbye as she
completed her three terms with FVHH in 2021. Thank you so much Carolyn for your service to our clients
and mission! You will be missed on the Board, but we look forward to your continuing involvement in
other ways.
For a full list of our active Board members click here.

We Can't Stop Talking About Grief
We want to share our knowledge of grief with the community so that we can help anyone suffering from it.
We have partnered with several non-profits, local businesses, and even county entities to present our
mission and inform people of safe outlets and strategies to help with grief.
If you are a business who wants to provide resources to your employees, a human services agency who
wants additional services for your clients, or an organization who wants to acknowledge lives lost in a
meaninful way, we are always willing and eager to present grief education and contribute to community
memorial services.
Please email us any time to set up a presentation. We look forward to hearing from you!
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2021 Fiscal Results
We finished 2021 with a net operating income of just over $4,000, which beat the approved deficit budget
by nearly $175,000. This success was aided by two bequests, the hard work of staff, and strong support
from community donors and grantors.
Our 2020 Annual Report is also finally available to view on our website! Click below.

Staff Updates
Jonathan Shively, Executive Director
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I have been representing and presenting on behalf of the
agency. Below are some of the partners I have visited the
last few months:
Geneva Mental Health Board. Grant Presentation
Geneva Eye Clinic. Workplace Development
"Good Grief: Loss During the Pandemic."
Association for Individual Development.
Workplace Development. "Good Grief: Loss
During the Pandemic."
Kane County. COVID Loss Memorial Ceremony.
I am continuing to work with the Board of Directors on
FVHH"s strategic plans and vision for the future.
Erik Meeks, LCPC, Manager of Adult Grief Services
Hope for the Holidays ran successfully. We were able to
hold both virtual and in-person events this year. We
incorporated children's sessions for this program for the
first time this year too!
I am currently seeing many clients virtually and
individually due to the rise in Omicron. Although these
times are difficult, I am thankful I have the opportunity to
serve clients remotely.
I am in the planning process of running several groups in February and March. These include
Pathways, Footprints, and Guiding Star.
Jacquelyn Jennings, LSW, Youth/Family Grief Counselor
I recently provided grief support training to members of
the Chicago Metro Area Youth Leaders Coalition.
I spoke about our school-based service, Project Hope, at
the Kane County Health Department Youth Voices Forum
of School Professionals meeting.
I am serving students both in groups and individually
through Project Hope.
I am currently planning the 2022 sessions of Family
Forest Days. The three camps will be held on 4/30, 7/30, and 10/15 this year.
Adriana Torres, Manager of Volunteer Services
Thanks to St. Paul Neumann's generosity, we were able
to give out a total of 30 holiday gift cards to FVHH clients
during Thanksgiving and Christmas!
Thank you to St. Patrick Church in Geneva for their
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generosity in providing numerous items on our wishlist. If
you are interested in viewing our wishlist items for office
and program supplies click here.
Our volunteer, Luis de Leon, helped us out by giving our
donation of food and staples to clients affected by COVID19.
I am organizing the volunteer mandatory meeting and upcoming trainings in March!
Noe Janus, Director of Development
The Cheers to Hope brewery fundraiser is on February
24! Tickets are available until February 16. To learn more
about the event and to get your tickets click here.
I am preparing for our third annual Bid for Hope online
bidding event. Keep your eyes peeled in your email for
more information on that soon!
The annual appeal was a huge success. We raised
$46,000 - thank you so much for the support!
Claire Culton, Outreach Engagement
Closing on a successful grant fundraising year was the
highlight of my Holidays! To see our top grant funders
from 2021 click here.
I am working on developing communication strategies to
keep our partners informed and engaged in 2022.
I am already strategizing for the next round of annual
grants. We have many programs and initiatives coming up
that need your support!
I recently presented to the Altrusa Club and informed
them about volunteering and fundraising opportunities. They have generously supported our
programs in the past and it was great catching up with them!
Gaby Alcantara, Clinical Intern
I am learning the importance of grief counseling and how
beneficial it is to people who are dealing with a loss.
I have been able to facilitate support groups and go into
schools and help students who are dealing with a loss.
It has been an eye opening experience for me so far
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working here at FVHH.

Happy Early Valentine's Day!

On Valentine's Day (and every day) we want to thank our terrific partners. It is because of you that we
are able to serve more than 500 people last year!

Donate to Our Mission
We rely on the generosity of the community to fund our quality, no-cost grief services. Your contribution
today will help ensure that we can help our clients cope with grief. Will you give the gift of hope to
those suffering from a loss?

Donate Here!
Fox Valley Hands of Hope. All rights reserved. © 2021
Our mailing address is:
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