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"A spirit of ingenuity
emerged and a new
direction began to take
shape for the
organization."

Jonathan Shively,
Executive Director

I arrived at Fox Valley Hands of Hope in early March, long
after the calendar had turned from 2020 to 2021, but still
in the midst of the pandemic. Like all agencies, businesses,
and community members, FVHH faced extraordinary
challenges in 2020. We gained first-hand experience with
grief and loss as many of our core programs and
partnerships were abruptly discontinued.
From the devastation of these challenges, however, a spirit
of ingenuity emerged and a new direction began to take
shape for the organization. Like most mental health
agencies, we gained a new proficiency with virtual group
sessions, individual counseling, and meetings. New
approaches to fundraising and community connection
were initiated.
Through it all, one thing remained absolutely clear: FVHH
is committed to providing compassionate care for those
experiencing loss and grief at no cost to them.
I am grateful for everyone who worked so hard throughout
2020, including the staff, volunteers, partners, and donors.
We are honored to build on what we learned through the
pandemic to better serve our clients, our neighbors, into
the future.
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BRIEF HISTORY
HISTORY
BRIEF
Grief touches everyone in a lifetime – it does not discriminate
based on our path in life, the clothes we wear, or the language we

VISION

speak. Grief is a necessary part of the human experience, but it can
often make us feel isolated and alone. Unattended grief can affect
the development of children, causing behavioral and anger
problems as well as difficulty in school. Grief can also affect the

Fox Valley Hands of
Hope strives to be the
leading provider and
resource center for
exemplary services for
those experiencing
grief.

mental well-being of adults, causing anxiety, depression, fracturing
of relationships, and failure of careers.
For the last 40 years, FVHH has worked throughout the Fox River
Valley to combat the negative ramifications that may come from
grief. We do this by creating a support system and environment of
hope for our clients, so that they feel empowered to get through
their losses in a positive way.
Our licensed clinical staff and trained volunteers serve clients by
providing diversified grief services that include support groups,
open grief seminars, individual grief counseling for all ages with a

MISSION

licensed clinician, individual support with a trained volunteer, as
well as compassionate volunteer companions for nursing home,
hospice, and cancer patients. We have collaborative partnerships
with local hospices, nursing homes, cancer centers, schools, and
other human service agencies to provide our grief support to their

We provide
compassionate guidance
and support for the
grieving.
Fox Valley Hands of Hope
is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to
providing expert support
for children, families, and
adults who are
experiencing grief, loss,
or life-threatening illness.
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clients. Our Medical Equipment Lending Closet is also available to
those who need temporary use of items such as walkers,
wheelchairs, and commodes.
FVHH’s programs support any person suffering from grief
regardless of age, gender identity, race, sexual orientation, income
level, religious beliefs, physical or mental ability, ethnicity, or
perspective. Our mental health programs are communityfunded, allowing us to deliver the best guidance at no cost to
the client– we believe that every person should be given hope
without any restriction. We are the only grief support provider in

the area that offers an extensive list of quality options, free of
charge to anyone seeking help.

PAGE 2

ENTERING
ENTERING
DIGITAL WORLD
WORLD
DIGITAL
Below are a list of programs we
conducted virtually and/or
remotely in 2020.
PATHWAYS
A 6 week group for adults
experiencing the loss of their spouse
or life partner.
M.A.L.E.S. - MEN EXPRESSING
THEMSELVES SAFELY AFTER LOSS
A monthly drop-in group for men
experiencing loss. This is a safe place
for guys to express their feelings with
other men of similar circumstances.

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
An annual group for people suffering
from grief during the holiday season.
LIFE AFTER CAREGIVING
An ongoing monthly program that
addresses topics such as navigating
through grief and the loss of your role
as a caregiver.
LETTERS TO NURSING HOME
PATIENTS
In lieu on compassionate visits from
our volunteers to our nursing home
patients, volunteers wrote letters to
patients who were isolated during the
pandemic. Letters including ongoing
conversations, well wishes, and
games.
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CROSSROADS
An aftercare group for people who
have journeyed through some of the
initial stages of grief and are
preparing to seek a new life direction.
INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING
One-on-one counseling provided by a
licensed clinician available for all ages
and families.
INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
One-on-one support provided by a
volunteer available for all ages and
families.
PROJECT HOPE
In partnership with schools in the Fox
River Valley, we provide support to
youth in the school setting within
their school schedule. This was
temporarily offered virtually due to
the pandemic.
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25% of adult grief
sufferers develop
major depression as
the result of a loss.
This depression can lead to many other mental health issues
such as anxiety disorders, struggles with relationships,
substance abuse, and more.
Courtesy of the Clinical Psychology Review

1 in 14 children in the
U.S. will experience
the death of a parent
or sibling before the
age of 18.
Children who are not supported in the early stages of grief
can develop serious behavioral problems that can lead to
major psychological disorders and difficulty in school.
Courtesy of the Judith Ann Griese Institute

50% of nursing
home patients have
no close relatives to
visit them.

Nursing home and hospice stays can be grief-inducing and isolating,
especially if the patient has few or no family members visiting, which
can result in an uncomfortable end-of-life experience.
Courtesy of the National Center for Health Statistics

WHY WE
WE
WHY
FOCUS ON
ON
FOCUS
GRIEF
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OUR EVENTS
EVENTS
OUR

All of our fundraising efforts
enable us to fund our
programming which we
provide for free to the
community. We pursue funding
through grantors, donors, and
fundraising events. Below are
the events we conducted in
2020. We are fortunate to have
so many generous people who
support us in our mission.

BID FOR HOPE - APR 2020
This was an entirely online
auction where participants
could bid on exciting items all
from the comfort of their own
home! Packages consisted of
trips, spa days, golf outings, and
much more. All items were
donated by various supporters
and business owners in the
area.

GOLF CLASSIC - AUG 2020
FVHH's Inaugural Golf Classic
featured a round of golf, lunch,
hole games, and a post-golf
reception! Participants were
able to safely social distance
while enjoying the day at the
beautiful Eagle Brook Country
Club. It was a great way to
reconnect with supporters
while gathering essential
funding for our programs and
services.
FOX VALLEY HANDS OF HOPE
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STATEMENT OF
FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITIES
FINANCIAL
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Our Board of Directors is responsible for ensuring that Fox Valley Hands of
Hope is successful in our mission to provide exemplary guidance and support
for the grieving. We thank them for their time, expertise, and commitment!
Jack Saylors
Board President
Jonathan Gripe
Board VP and
Secretary
Edward Jones
Sherri Dublin
Board Treasurer
CDK

Joe Baron
Past President

James Diorio
Yurs Funeral Home

Edward Hunter
Chaplain

Brandon Hoeft
Lewis University

John Mason, DDS
Mason, Faith, Hoscheit DDS
Christine Mueller, M.D.
High Touch Medicine

David Weisman
Carolyn Jansons
The Partnering Group Drendel and Jansons Law Group

Beverly DeJovine
Executive Director

Pam Bills, LPC
Grief Counselor

Jill Thorson, LCSW
Manager of Youth and Family
Grief Services

Adriana Torres
Manager of Volunteer Services

Erik Meeks, MA, LCPC
Manager of Adult Grief Services

Noe Janus
Director of Development

Claire Culton
Outreach Engagement
Associate
Wendy Schnegelsberg
Financial Coordinator
Jacquelyn Jennings
Counseling Intern

The Fox Valley Hands of Hope staff includes experienced professionals
with extensive backgrounds in social work and counseling, management,
fundraising, marketing communications, as well as volunteer services.

STAFF
FOX VALLEY HANDS OF HOPE
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